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THE NORWEGIAN DIALECT AND FOLKLORE 
SOCIETY. 

IN the early Spring of 1881 an invitation looking toward the 
formation of a Norwegian Folklore and Dialect Society 
appeared in the Christiania papers signed by P. Chr. Asbjorn- 
son, Ivar Aasen, Sophus Bugge, Johan Fritzner, Moltke Moe, 
Hans Ross, Joh. Storm, and C. R. Unger. On the 2nd of 
April of that year a society was formed in Christiania Uni- 
versity which took the name : Forening for norske DiaUhter og 
FolkdriKlitioner. The chief activity of the new society, as 
outlined in the invitation, was to be directed toward the publi- 
cation of suitable works, and a year book was planned whose 
contents were to be devoted, as the name of the society implied, 
to 1, a study of the life and traditions of the Norwegian people ; 
2, a scientific investigation of the Norwegian dialects. The 
proposed year book was to be called Norvegia, the name being 
chosen in conformity with recognized foreign periodicals such 
as Anglia, Gennania, and Romania. As editors were elected 
Professors Joh. Storm and Moltke Moe, the former to take 
charge of the linguistic, the latter the folkloristic side. The first 
volume of Norvegia was to have appeared in 1884. To this 
Professor Storm contributed the first 132 pages of Norsk Lyd- 
skrift med Onirids af Fonetiken, which was printed that year. 
But the publication was not continued ; the time did not yet 
seem ripe for the undertaking and the society ceased to exist. 
It was indeed a misfortune that the society did not continue an 
activity so auspiciously begun. Under the direction of such 
men much could have been accomplished, but without an organ 
and without a directing center comparatively little has been 
done until the last few years. In the meantime, however, the 
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movement in the early eighties was not without result. Interest 
in dialect study was as a direct result of it undoubtedly quick- 
ened in the sister country Sweden. The first Landsmalsforening 
in Sweden was patterned after Det norske Samlaget} The 
dialect societies of Lund, Upsala, and Helsingfors later united 
in a general society and began the publication of Nyare bidrag 
til kannedom cm de svenska landsmdlen och svenskt folkliv, under 
the editorship of Professor J. A. Lundell. What this society 
has done for the advancement of dialect study in Sweden is 
well known. The movement certainly also at the time served 
to arouse a more general interest in the native dialects and the 
popular traditions and legends that were fast disappearing. In 
recent years a number of younger scholars have been engaged 
in such study in Norway with excellent results, while many of 
the older scholars have continued their already large collections 
of folktales, and popular ballads. The diiferences that for a 
long time divided the ' language-strivers ' — the advocates of the 
landsmaal, from those who studied the living dialects for the 
sake of their philological importance have gradually been 
levelled. In the meantime P. Chr. Asbjornson, Ivar Aasen, 
C. R. Unger and Johan Fritzner have died. Among those 
who, on the 24th of October, 1901, formed a new society, 
Samfundet for norske Maal og Traditioner, are three of the 
directors of the original one, Sophus Bugge, Joh. Storm and 
Moltke Moe. Professor Gustav Storm was chosen President 
of the society and A. Taranger, Secretary. The old name 
of the year-book — Norvegia — will be retained; it will appear 
in quarterly numbers of ca. 80 pages each. The editors are 
Marius Hsegstad and Amund B. Larsen ; later have been added 
A. Taranger and Harry Fett. 

The aims and purposes of this society are essentially those 
of the old one, although the later addition of the two last 
named scholars to the editorial staff indicates that its publica- 
tional activity will be widened somewhat in its scope. 

There are in Norway at present a number of scholars who 

' J. Storm, Norsk Lydskrift. Intr. p. 16. Svensk Tidsk. I. 505. 
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have done much to further Notse dialect study in recent years. 
A systematic investigation of the dialects is being carried on, 
the results of which will be published for a large part in the 
Norvegia. The first editor of this department, Amund B. 
Larsen, is well known through his various works on Norwegian 
dialects. The 'traditional' or folkloristic side of the study 
has of course been fostered for a much longer time and private 
collectors have at hand ready for publication a large amount of 
such material. The first issues of Norvegia, four numbers of 
which have appeared, contain some legends, tales and ballads 
from the collections of Ivar Aasen, Hans Ross, Sophus Bugge, 
Moltke Moe and others. Prof. Joh. Storm's Norsk Lydskrift 
has also been reissued and completed, while Dr. A. B. Larsen 
offers a study of the phonology of one of the most archaeic 
dialects, that of Selbyg. The introduction gives a history of 
the society, its aims, etc., by the late Professor Dr. Gustav Storm. 
Scandinavian scholars will welcome heartily the Norwegian 
Dialect and Folklore Society — Samfundd for norske Maal og 
Traditioner — of whose great usefiilness in the fiiture the names 
alone of those directing it are a sufficient guarantee. 

Geoege T. Flom. 

Iowa City, March, 1904. 



